Outcome of renal transplantation in children less than two years of age.
Twenty-two renal transplants were performed in 21 children less than two years of age at Children's Hospital. Fourteen were from living related donors and eight were from cadaveric donors. The five year patient and graft survivals of these recipients were compared to all other pediatric recipients between two and 18 years of age who received renal transplants over the same time period. Five year graft survival for recipients less than two years of age was 86% following living-related donor transplantation and 38% following cadaver donor transplantation. Older pediatric recipients aged between two and 18 years had a five year graft survival of 73% following living-related donor renal transplantation, which was similar to that for recipients less than two years of age. Although older cadaveric recipients had a comparable five year graft survival to younger recipients, at 42%, the patterns of graft loss were different. Graft failures in young recipients occurred within the first seven months post-transplant, whereas the older recipient's grafts failed more gradually. Actuarial five-year patient survival in recipients less than two years of age was 86% following living-related donor renal transplantation and 70% following cadaver-donor renal transplantation. Recipients less than two years of age had a poorer patient survival than older recipients following both living-related donor renal transplantation (P = 0.06) and cadaver-donor renal transplantation (P less than 0.05). These findings suggest that the graft survival of living-related donor renal transplantation in recipients less than two years of age is better than that of cadaver-donor renal transplantation.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)